
 
Speak up for Birmingham’s Public Libraries!
What has been happening to Birmingham’s libraries?
Despite the fanfare of the opening of the Library of Birmingham in 2013, 
the overall picture over the last five years is one of a declining city-wide 
library service as our local libraries suffer death by a thousand cuts!

The majority of libraries have had their opening hours cut as a result of a 
large number of library workers being made redundant. The funds to buy 
new books and resources have been frozen or cut.  Additionally, the Mobile 
Library service reduced by one third the number of stops it makes and the 
Library at Home service saw 400 fewer visits to vulnerable people in their 
homes. The Council has also failed to maintain the buildings of many 
libraries leaving them in a poor state of repair.

The closure of three libraries was announced by the Council as part of the 
2014/15 budget cuts: Springhill, West Heath and Aston. Successful local 
campaigns have kept them open but the long-term future of these libraries 
is still in the balance.

What will 2015 bring for Birmingham’s libraries?
The Council has published its draft budget for 2015-16 making cuts of 
over £70m from council services including library services. 

The opening hours of the Library of Birmingham are to be cut from 73 to 40 
and this could lead to the loss of a 100 jobs. Less will be spent on new 
books and the support the LoB gives to Community Libraries will be cut. 
Access to the Library at Home service will continue to be restricted to 
existing users. The budget cut for 2015-16 is £1.5m but this rises to 
£3.3m in the following financial year. The current cost of running Library of 
Birmingham is £22m a year including £12m debt charge.

Community Libraries will have to contribute towards cuts of £4.2m from 
District services. Immediately District Committees will have to consider the 
opening hours of each library and make reductions in the book fund.

But there will be a medium term review looking at future options for 
Community Library service. This includes the possible closure of libraries 
where ‘there is duplication of provision or where the building is no longer 
viable’. But the review will look at who and how the Community Libraries 
will be delivered including a staff mutual and also handing over libaries to 
volunteers and community organisations.



The Council has a duty to provide a ‘comprehensive and efficient library 
service’ under the Public Libraries and Museums Act 1964. It is important to 
remember that the Library service is a statutory service. The outcome of 
this Review against the backdrop of future spending cuts represents a 
serious threat to the future of a viable city-wide library service.

Handing libraries over to volunteers or community organisations as has 
happened in Castle Vale will lead to a fragmented and diminished service. 
Libraries need to be led by and serviced by qualified librarians. The 
alternative of a staff mutual will not protect the library services from future 
cuts in service.

The budget consultation
There needs to be a vision of revitalised public libraries at the heart of all 
our communities. We need a long view together with action to keep our 
libraries alive and to reverse their decline over recent years.

During the budget consultation the Council needs to be challenged on the 
following:

! To produce a Birmingham-wide strategy to ensure it continues to 
provide a comprehensive and efficient library service across the city.

! That our libraries should be professionally led and staffed by qualified 
librarians.

! Community libraries must continue to be run by the Council.
! Investment must be found for essential repairs to our library 

buildings.
! Ensuring and promoting digital access for all.

Our libraries need local people to speak up for them all year round.  You 
can set up a Friends group for your library and join up with other library 
supporters across the city through Friends of the Libraries of Birmingham. 
FoLoB is an umbrella group of local library campaigns. 

To receive regular information please contact us at 
friendsoflibraryofbirmingham@gmail.com
And at https://birminghamlibrariescampaigns.wordpress.com/
We are also affiliated to The Library Campaign http://
www.librarycampaign.com
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