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REDUCED HOURS from April 19th 2015: 
Mondays and Tuesdays: 11am - 7pm 
Wednesdays to Saturdays: 11am - 5pm. 
Sundays: CLOSED 

JOIN US: 

Friends of the Library of Birmingham: 
www.facebook.com/friendsoftheLoB 
Twitter : @FoLoB_  
www.birminghamlibrariescampaigns.wordpress.com 
email: friendsoflibraryofbirmingham@gmail.com 

Friends of Birmingham Archives and Heritage: 
www.fobah.org   
www.facebook.com/FOBAH    t : @FoBAH_org 

There is no mandate -  

we did not vote for this!  

In the May 2014 local elections, none of the 

parties mentioned library cuts in their 

manifestos. The Council’s public consultation 

showed that 78% of the public opposed the 

proposed cuts to the libraries, museums, arts 

and heritage sector (the biggest proportion for 

any of the Council’s service sectors) and as a 

priority this sector was a close second to 

children’s services. We, The Friends of The 

Library of Birmingham, ran a strong campaign - 

including petitions and a rally - th
at won all th

e 

arguments about the importance of the Library 

of Birmingham and the wider library service, and 

contributed a thorough writte
n submission to the 

consultation process. 

Why do we care? 
Libraries are vital to a civilised city that promotes education and 
understanding and enterprise. They bring together our diverse 
communities, and foster active citizenship and self-development, 
helping to reduce the skills shortages which limit job opportunities. 
They are used by thousands of people every day, including community 
groups, schoolchildren, and students. Volunteers can’t provide these 
services. Cuts will do permanent harm, losing expert staff and library 
buildings, while local history and other research collections will be 
moved elsewhere.  

The Impact on the LoB 
No new books; no business and IT advice 
Limited access to study space and PCs 
No story times for children; no schools events or holiday activities 
90 staff being made redundant 
Limited access to the internationally important City and photography 
archives and special collections, open Tuesday to Saturday 11am - 
4pm until the end of May. 
No outreach work or library-funded exhibitions and events 

The Impact on the Community libraries 
Some will close completely 
Many will have reduced hours 
Few or no new book purchases 
Many staff will be made redundant 
The range of services will be reduced, with some offering only 
machine-operated book issue 
The entire community library service may be made a staff-run 
‘mutual’, with no improvement in funding, and at risk of privatisation. 

Make some NOISE, 
Birmingham!

What can we do? 
Make the libraries a local and 
national election issue by writing 
or emailing candidates urging 
them to oppose the cuts. 

Challenge them if they knock on 
your door! 

Write to the Council Leader (Sir 
Albert Bore), the Deputy Leader 
(Ian Ward) and the Cabinet 
Member for Skills, Learning and 
Culture, Penny Holbrook, and 
lobby your Ward Councillors - 
their contact details are on: 
www.birmingham.gov.uk/
members. Contact your MP via 
www.theyworkforyou.com. 

JOIN US: Friends of the Library of 
Birmingham, e-mail :  
friendsoflibraryofbirmingham@g
mail.com 
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