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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
This lobby has been organised by Speak Up For Libraries, a coalition of organisations and 
campaigners working to protect libraries and library staff including: Campaign ForThe Book; CILIP; 
The Library Campaign; Unison; Voices For The Library. Further details at : 
http://speakupforlibraries.org 
 
2 WHAT’S THE POINT OF LOBBYING?  
 
2.1 The aim of lobbying is to persuade your MP to take up your issues with ministers, councillors 
and relevant bodies. MPs are required to represent their constituent’s interests, even if they may not 
agree with them, so even if you do not entirely win them round to your cause, it is still worth lobbying 
to press them to raise your issues on the grounds that there is widespread concern among their 
constituents. They should listen to your concerns and be prepared to pass your views on to the 
Government. The more constituents who raise a particular issue with the more it is pushed up the 
political agenda.  (Also, there is quite a buzz in The Central Lobby at Westminster when hundreds of 
constituents are lobbying. It is impressive evidence of the size of support for a campaign. Sometimes 
at local level one can feel a bit isolated, part of a relatively small group; at a mass lobby you really feel 
that you are part of a big national movement.) 
 
2.2 You should use a meeting with your MP to: 
 
i) give them information about what is happening to library provision in your area 
 
ii) influence their views 
 
iii) persuade them that many other constituents also share your concerns 
 
iv) ask them to pass your views onto the Government 
 
v) ask them to take appropriate action to show they support you 
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3 ARRANGING THE MEETING 
 
Find out who your MP is 
 
Find out who your local MP is at  http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/ 
(you can lobby only your own constituency MP). Or you can phone the House of Commons 
Information Office on 020 7219 4272. You will need your postcode to find out your constituency.  
 
Contact your MP 
 
Contact your MP as soon as possible. You will find their contact details at the above website. 
Alternatively, almost all MPs now have their own websites with their contact details. You can also call 
the House of Commons on 020 7219 3000 and ask to speak to your MP’s office. Explain briefly to 
their staff why you are requesting a meeting. Arrange a specific time on the day of the lobby to 
meet them – ideally 2 p.m. or later. 
 
4 INFORMING FOLOB 
 
When you have arranged a lobby meeting, please send an e-mail to FOLOB to let us know, at: 
friendsoflibraryofbirmingham@gmail.com 
  
5 PREPARING FOR THE MEETING 
 
Check your MP’s record 
 
Find out how much your MP might be interested in libraries and how sympathetic they are likely to be. 
It is worth checking their entry on the Parliamentary website and seeing if they list any relevant 
interests. (http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmregmem/contents1415.htm) 
 
You can check whether they sign EDMs (Early Day Motions).These are formal motions submitted for 
debate in the House of Commons. Very few are actually debated, but they allow MPs to draw 
attention to an issue. MPs register their support by signing individual motions. You can find out 
whether they have signed any on the subject of libraries : http://www.parliament.uk/edm  
 
If they never sign EDMs it is likely they either can’t (if they are a minister, for example) or won’t. In 
these cases, it isn’t worth asking them to sign EDMs and you are better to focus on asking them to 
write to ministers or ask Parliamentary Questions, where relevant.  
 
Decide your agenda and what action you will ask your MP to take 
 
Identify a small number of issues which you wish to raise, and have some key facts ready, ideally 
supported by a handout. You can ask your MP to take the actions listed in section 9 below. 
 
6 ISSUES FOR THIS YEAR’S LOBBY 
 
Speak Up For Libraries is calling upon the Government to take action to stop the devastation of the 
public library service through cuts and closures. We want to see the Secretary of State uphold his 
duty to superintend the library service by setting out a clear vision, standards and framework to 
support local authorities to deliver high quality and sustainable library services. We want to explain to 
MPs how they are personally affected by cuts and closures made to library services in their area and 
how vital it is that MPs support libraries as an essential public service. Points to raise include : 
 
i)  library services have borne the considerable brunt of public spending cuts. Over 100 UK libraries 
were lost last year, and at least 441 have closed in the past five years. Another 149 are currently 
under threat. 
 
ii) since 2010 there has been a 22% drop in the number of all staff (full time equivalent) employed in 
UK’s public libraries (figures are from 2010/11 to 2014/15), which at March 2015 stood at 18,028. This 
included a 32% reduction in professional staff. Over the same period there has been a 93% increase 
in the number of volunteers, which in March 2015 stood at 41,402 volunteers, although each 
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volunteer worked an average of 38 hours a year. The skills and knowledge base of the library 
workforce is being seriously eroded and the quality of library service provided threatened.  
 
iii) the future looks just as bad. Following the Spending Review 2015 last year the Local Government 
Association commented: "Even if councils stopped filling in potholes, maintaining parks, closed all 
children's centres, libraries, museums, leisure centres and turned off every street light they will not 
have saved enough money to plug the financial black hole they face by 2020.” (press release 
25/11/15). As local authorities approach setting their budgets for 2016-20 the stories of further deep 
cuts to library services proliferate. 
 
iv) public libraries and staff have a long and proud tradition of providing open access to information 
and promoting literacy, and during times of recession they are more vital than ever. We are calling on 
MPs to take action to ensure library services are sustained and developed into the 21st century 
 
7 ON THE DAY  - MORNING BRIEFING BY SPEAK UP FOR LIBRARIES 
 
Speak Up For Libraries is organising a briefing before the lobby. Strongly recommended – good 
preparation and an opportunity to meet other campaigners from across the country. Meet in the 
Aldersgate Room, Central Hall, Westminster, Storey's Gate, London SW1H 9NH 

You are advised to register (free) for the briefing, at : http://speakupforlibraries.org/ 
(see the site for conditions –inc.  you can bring flyers but not your own food or drink ) 

Programme 

10am onwards Registration, with tea, coffee and water provided. 
11am Speeches, music, video and information on how to lobby your MP. 
1pm onwards Delegates will make their way from Central Hall Westminster to the House of  
 Commons to meet their MPs. (There will be no march and no official meet-up afterwards.) 
 
8 ON THE DAY – ARRIVING AT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
 
8.1 If you have booked an appointment with your MP 
 
To get to the Central Lobby, you need to enter through the St Stephens entrance. Before you join 
the queue for the security check, inform a police officer that you have a meeting with your MP 
and show them any associated correspondence. This should enable you to go straight to security 
checking rather than queuing with the general public waiting for tours of the building. Your MP or one 
of their members of staff will usually come and meet you in Central Lobby – when you arrive ask the 
attendants desk to telephone your MP’s office to let them know you have arrived. 
 
8.2 If you have not booked an appointment – the Green Card system 
 
If you have not arranged a meeting with your MP in advance you can try to meet them on the day 
using the Green Card system. Queue for entry at the St Stephen’s entrance, go through security 
checks and proceed to Central Lobby. Once you are there, go to the desk and ask for a Green Card. 
This is a request for your MP to come and meet with you and should be filled in and returned to the 
desk as directed. On the card you must clearly set out why you want to meet with your MP, such as 
‘to discuss cuts to the library service in X local authority and across local government more generally’. 
This is very important because if you do not manage to meet with your MP on the day, the card will 
still be sent to them. Your MP should then respond directly to you, and the more they know in 
advance about why you were at the House of Commons, the better. The desk staff will take your card 
once completed and ask officials to look for your MP to let them know you would like to meet with 
them. Be prepared to wait for a while. 
 
8.3 Allow time for queuing and security checks 
 
Aim to arrive at the House of Commons at least an hour in advance of the meeting with your MP. 
There are always long queues to get into the building and security searches before you are let 
through. 
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8.4 Arrival, briefing and meeting your MP 
 
When MPs arrive in the Central Lobby, they will ask the attendant to call your name on the 
loudspeaker system. If your MP hasn’t given you a specific time, ask the attendant to let your MP 
know you are in Central Lobby. It can help at this stage if you have a phone number for an MP’s office 
in the Commons so that you can contact them to let them know you have arrived. 
 
9 AT THE MEETING ITSELF 
 
i) use the key issues and facts which you have prepared for the meeting 
 
ii) be calm, polite and courteous - encourage them to be on your side, not adversaries 
 
iii) thank them for their time 
 
iv) get them to commit to specific actions within a specified time – you need to ensure that there is a 
clear result from your meeting. Specifically, ask your MP to: 
 
a) put pressure on the Secretary of State to enforce the law that local authorities must provide a 
‘comprehensive and efficient’ public library service and to issue statutory guidance on this duty as set 
out in the Public Libraries & Museums Act (1964) 
 
b) ask the Secretary of State to draw up a clear vision for the future of the library service, including 
standards and a development programme to support local delivery  
 
c) sign the Early Day Motion 1025 on libraries and library workers, recognising the social value of 
libraries and the urgent need to protect services and staff from disproportionate cuts 
 
d) talk to local authorities in their constituency about library services to ensure they are not facing 
disproportionate reductions as a result of cuts to local government funding. If your MP is a 
Birmingham MP, ask them to persuade Birmingham City Council to consider the community libraries 
as a citywide service in conjunction with the Library of Birmingham, with an equitable level of service 
and resources across the city, not as separate subsets of the city’s 10 districts. 
 
e) pledge support for libraries, listen to the views of library users and staff about the impact of cuts on 
services, and seek to influence their party’s policy on the issue 
 
10 AFTER THE LOBBY 
 
i) Please send feedback to FOLOB as to how your meeting went and what action or follow up 
was agreed. This will be useful to us in the future.  

ii) contact your MP within a fortnight to thank them for their time and to ask what progress has 
been made on agreed action 
 
11 ALTERNATIVES IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND ON 9 FEBRUARY 

If you are unable to attend this lobby, please either : 

i) write to your MP to arrange a meeting at either the House of Commons or their local surgery, using 
the suggestions in this note. Contact your MP within a month to thank them for their time and to check 
progress on any action agreed. 

ii) write to, or e-mail, your MP, raising the issues in sections 2.2, 6 and 9 above.  

Please let FOLOB know what response you receive and the outcome of any meeting with your MP. 

Martin Sullivan, FOLOB, 7 February 2016 


